A TEXT IN ENGLISH AND GRAMMAR
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1. PARTS OF SPEECH

Sentences, clauses and phrases are made of words. According to their nature and function in the

sertence. words are divided into the following eight classes, called Parts of Speech.

Noun

Look at the following sentences:

Gandhiji was the Father of the Nation.

India is the biggest democracy in the world.
Money is the root of all evil.

The words in italics are all names of persons, places or things. They are called Nouns. A Noun
may be defined as the name of a person, place or thing. By thing, we mean something that can be
seen and touched (concrete) or something that can only be thought of and not seen and touched
(abstract).

Pronoun

Hari said that he was a good swimmer.
“hen Gopal hit the dog, it bit him with its sharp teeth.
Mary told her parents that they should not force her to marry Francis.

The italicized words stand for certain nouns mentioned earlier in the sentence; e.g., he for Hari, it
for dog, they for parents and her for Mary. They are called Pronouns. A Pronoun may be defined as
2 word used instead of a noun. It enables us to avoid repeating the noun again and again.

Adjective
=e is an eloquent speaker.

! have many friends in Delhi.
Sz is clever and industrious.

The words in italics are Adjectives. They qualify certain nouns which follow or precede them; i.e.,
ey tell us something about the quality, number, etc. of the people or things mentioned. An Adjective
can. therefore, be defined as a word which qualifies a noun and adds something to its meaning.

Verb

The thief jumped over the wall.
The sun sets in the west.
Thes year the winter is very severe.

The italicized words are Verbs. They are words, which describe the action or condition of the
subject, i.e., what the subject does, or what happens to it, or what it is.

Adverb

Cooy this out carefully.

These shoes are too big for me.

=e ran very fast.

The words in italics are Adverbs. They modify, or add something to the meaning of a verb (copy),
an adjective (big) or an adverb (fast). An Adverb may, therefore, be defined as a word that modifies
= Verb, an Adjective or another Adverb.
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Preposition

" | put it in the box.

The monkey climbed up the tree.
The horse galloped around the field.

The italicized words are Prepositions. They show how the following nouns (box, tree, field) are
related to other words in the sentence. So the Preposition is a word, which is usually placed before
a noun or pronoun to show the latter’s relation to some other word in the sentence.

Conjunction

He works hard to earn his bread and butter.
To fight or give up - that is what we have to decide.s
Though | like him, | cannot excuse his offence.

The words italicized are Conjunctions. They are link words or joining words. They link together
words (first sentence), phrases (second sentence), and clauses (third sentence). A Conjunction
may be defined as a word used to join together words, phrases or clauses.
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2. ARTICLES

= the following sentences:

A telegram was sent to Ahmed.

An umbrella was bought for Sita.

The sun is just rising.

The king of Afghanistan will be visiting India shortly.

A zn.and the are called Articles. They are essentially Demonstrative Adjectives.

A 2nd an are called Indefinite Articles and the is called the Definite Article.

£ 2nd 2n are called Indefinite Articles because they are used when we do not specify which particular
merson or thing we are referring to; the person or thing remain indefinite, i.e. not specifically defined.
| saw 2 man standing on the road (some man—not definite)

== said he would have an orange (any orange—not definite)

Sut when you say,

“The boy. who was run over, was a student of this school, you are referring to a particular boy and
mence the Definite Article is used.

The is called the Definite Article because it is used to refer to a particular person or thing.

im the blanks with appropriate Articles:
Wie want help of few volunteers.
Ths s historic occasion.

Adter year or two question can be reconsidered.

real Hitler.
i was Hitler of Italy.
higher you climb colder it gets.
Thers was ugly scar on face of prisoner.

W= should have compassion for poor.

Amazon is longest river in world.
" park | saw one-eyed beggar.
Bible every day.
American, but Robinson is European.

Manchester of India.

Borcay s
=& h=s been-appointed for year in the first instance.

1 camnot remember story which he told.
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